CASE STUDY
The process for lino cutting, or wood cutting, is the same. First comes the design. Everyone has
dry periods, and so I decided to revisit an old multi color print.
DESIGN:

CUT:

PRINT:

SIGN:

relax

DESIGN
The idea was to have some leaves rotating around. So the design was drawn. Then the design,
immediately below left, was traced onto glass or Plexiglass, immediately below right.
DESIGN on paper

design traced onto glass

center of rotation

The glass or Plexiglass was placed with its center of rotation on top of the paper design’s center
of rotation, and rotated 90 or 270 degrees, see below.

design on glass

The lower right part of the big leaf was too close to the twig. So a note was made to bring the leaf
in a bit, and to tighten the curve of the twig. The design has the twig go over the big leaf, and
behind one of the small ones.

Then the image was traced onto a 4 by 4 inch lino block,
and some adjustments to the twig or stem made.
areas where a
conflict exists

And a glass copy was made.

The glass copy was rotated 90 and 270 degrees looking
fro conflicts. The two cross hatched semi circles on the
lino block show the conflicting areas, and nothing is in
those areas.

The block can now be cut.

CUT ~ The design was cut into a 4 inch square block. The block would be printed 4 times in a 7
inch jig, rotated 90 degrees for each print.

block quarter cut

printed without rotating it yet

The block by itself printed ok, but the bottom left of the print showed a need to gouge out the
edges.

PRINT ~ The print was cut into a mask.

The mask was placed in
the registering jig. Green
and white paint were
mixed, and then watered
down. A brush was used
to stipple the green onto
the final paper, all four
quadrants were printed.
And then it was allowed to
dry.

To the right is the print
with
the
background
color. Notice two of the
five leaves of the big leaf
were not cut out, this was
just a quick test.
needs fixing
My critic decided a black
and white print was best,
so no offset onto a
second block was done.
Some other cleanup work was needed on the block.

The final print was called “AUTUMN” or “FALL”, it being one of the four seasons of the year,
“elements” of the year if you like. The blustery wind is causing the dying leaves to blow away and
fall while the birds fly off to warmer climes.

Another in the series was “SPRING”.

Design
First
cut

One problem that happens is ink being rolled on to cut
out areas such as the place of rotation. This can be
solved by using some spare lino as a guide, see the two
spare lino blocks on the left side of the printing block.

The final print was called “SPRING”, it being one of the four seasons of the year, “elements” of
the year if you like. The hatching birds are being fed a reluctant worm by their mother, and the
worms below ground are escaping the can of worms.

